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Moving Forward 
 
ABSTRACT 
 
The Corps draft “White Paper” is one of many documents highlighting shortcomings with 
existing federal flood control projects.  While issues identified reflect departure from historic 
Corps policy, fixation on vegetation removal may divert attention away from more important 
issues.  In an effort to focus future flood control initiatives, the State of California proposes 
that stakeholders enter into collaborative discussions with a goal of maximizing public safety 
improvements consistent with public trust expectations associated with the environment.  
Symposium participants are encouraged to consider the content of scientific presentations 
during future discussions concerning how local, State and federal interests can best move 
forward to successfully achieve critical needs of stakeholders. 
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Keith Swanson is a Principal Engineer with the California Department of Water Resources.  As 
Chief of the Division of Flood Management's Maintenance Office, he supervises a Staff of 88 
responsible for operation and maintenance of 293 miles of levee, 11 weirs, 5 gate structures, 
4 pumping plants, and all the channels of the Sacramento River Flood Control Project.  Over 
the course of a 24 year career, Keith has worked for the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, 
Kiewit Pacific, Caltrans, and DWR.  Professional activities have supported the design, 
construction, as well as operation and maintenance of California flood control and/or 
transportation infrastructure. In addition to obtaining degrees of Bachelors and Masters of 
Science in Civil Engineering from California State University, Sacramento, Keith is registered 
in California as both a Professional and a Geotechnical Engineer.   
 


