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ABSTRACT  
 
At the request of U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Headquarters, the U. S. Army Engineer 
Research and Development Center (ERDC) conducted an extensive literature review of 
vegetation on levees.  The ERDC team assigned to this task included a multi-disciplinary 
effort of engineers and scientists within ERDC.  The accumulated studies are presented in an 
unbiased format and are catalogued based on published format.  The objective of this 
compilation and preliminary assessment is to better understand the effect, if any, of 
vegetation on levee integrity as studied and accepted in open literature.  Instead of the 
traditional method of a literature review that includes just the abstract, the team identified 
the purpose, study location, vegetation type, observations, and recommendations as defined 
by the author or authors of each document.  The review encompassed journal articles, 
proceedings, newspaper articles, websites, and guidance documents (federal, local, state, 
and international).  “Gray” literature, those documents not easily or readily accessible by the 
general public, but accepted in an engineering and scientific community, was also included.  
While researching the topic of levee vegetation, it was soon recognized that documents 
outside this realm could offer an insight into the complexity of soil erosion and vegetation.  
Many of these documents are included in the literature list, but were not considered in the 
assessment phase.   
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