FACT SHEET: FLOOD INSURANCE
PREFERRED RISK POLICIES

The majority of the City of Sacramento is in a moderate- to low-risk flood area (Zone X).
Most homeowners and renters in these areas are eligible for coverage at a preferred rate.
Preferred Risk Policy (PRP) premiums are the lowest premiums available through the National
Flood Insurance Program (NFIP), offering building and contents coverage for one low price. If
you do not qualify for a Preferred Risk Policy, a standard rated policy is still available.
YOU NEED FLOOD INSURANCE
Most homeowners insurance does not cover
flood damage and more than 20% of all NFIP
flood insurance claims are for people outside of
the mapped high-risk flood area.

Flood Zone X are areas that are outside
the 0.2% annual chance of flood or are
areas that are protected by levees from the
1% change of flood.

It is important to have flood insurance in
Sacramento. It only takes a few inches of
water to cause tens of thousands of dollars in damage to your home and its contents. Typically,
there’s a 30 day waiting period from date of purchase before your policy goes into effect, so
pick up the phone and call your insurance agent today about purchasing a Preferred Risk Policy.
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FACT SHEET: FLOOD INSURANCE
SPECIAL FLOOD HAZARD AREA

Flood insurance is mandatory. Flood insurance is federally required for most mortgage
holders in Special Flood Hazard Area. Insurance costs may rise to reflect the true (or high) risk
of the area. In high-risk areas, there is at least a 1 in 4 chance of flooding during a 30-year
mortgage.
FLOOD ZONE A99 (NATOMAS BASIN)
The Natomas Basin area has undergone multiple flood insurance changes in the past few years.
Currently, the Natomas Basin is an A99 flood zone which means that the area is subject to
inundation by the 1% annual chance flood event (100-year flood), but will ultimately be
protected upon completion of an under-construction Federal flood protection system. These
are areas of special flood hazard where enough progress has been made on the construction of
the levees to consider it complete for insurance rating purposes.
Basic flood insurance information for Flood Zone A99:
 Flood insurance is mandatory for most mortgage holders
 Flood insurance premiums range from $630 to $1,970* depending on coverage levels
 If you have a “Properties Newly Mapped” rate, you may continue this rate through the
NFIP if you maintain continuous cover (no lapses in coverage)
As of October 1, 2016, the majority of Natomas residents (A99) will be eligible for PRP rates.
This change will significantly lower flood insurance premiums for many residents. You can take
advantage of this change when you renew your flood insurance policy after October 1st.
FLOOD ZONES A & AH
There are a few A and AH flood zones within the City of Sacramento. Flood Zone AH is an
area subject to inundation by 1% annual chance shallow flooding (usually areas of ponding)
where average depths are between one and three feet.
Basic flood insurance information for Flood Zone AH:
 Flood insurance is mandatory for most mortgage holders
 Flood insurance premiums range from $702 to $1,405* depending on coverage levels

Based on your home’s elevation, you may receive a better rate. Consult with your
insurance agent. (Elevation Certificate required)
Flood Zone A is an area subject to inundation by the 1% annual chance flood event.
Basic flood insurance information for Flood Zone A:
 Flood insurance is mandatory for most mortgage holders
 Flood insurance premiums range from $1,818 to $4,840* depending on coverage levels

Based on your home’s elevation, you may receive a better rate. Consult with your
insurance agent. (Elevation Certificate required)
*Estimate for Single-Family Dwelling, Primary Residence
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